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Why Evangelism & Missions
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Why should ev劃gelism and mis-

Sions be high priorities for believer§ and

looal churches today? True, they are血e

PrOPer ‘hings ro do. and they carry an air

Of respectability as血ey are mentioned

froquently in our circles・ This is all well

狐d good; but are we really burdened for

血e unsaved, and do we w∞P for血ose

around the world who have never trusted
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Christ as Savior? And who is gomg to

tell them about血eir Savior? What kind

Of strategy do we have individ関山y and

COrPOrately to reach血ose close to us狐d

山ose aro皿d山e world wilh山e gospel

message? You s∞, if evangelism and

missions should be high priorides,血en

each of us has a responsibility in these

areas. Why,山en, Should山ey be im-

叩地肌t調uS?

1. THE LOVE OF GOD

God Himself has glVen uS狐eX-

ample which ough=o motivate us to
SPiri調nl outreach minjs種ies. The Bible's

go履" Ic加tell§ uS山at ”God so loved

山e world,山at He gave ms only

begotten Son,山at whosoever believe血

in Him should not perish. but have

everlasting life” (John 3: 16). Gcrdrs love

motivated Him to make provision for o調

Salvation through the dea山口md res町-

reetion of His own dear Son. When血e

impact of what it cost Ged to save us

rea皿y impresses itself on us,山en we

Wi皿have a glimpse of love in its finest

expression of compulsion.

The Apestle Pa山∴al§O SPeaks of

What God has done in love for us when he

StatCS thal ”God was in Christ reconciling

山e world unto Himself, nOl impuling

山eir trespasses unto山em” and山aI一一He

ha血made Him to be §in for us. who

knew no sin; thal we might be made山e

righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor-

in皿ans 5:19 and 21). If G(rd’s com-

peりing love to provide salvation for

Sinners led Him to sacrifice His own Son

in order to accomplish山is, Shouldn’l we

be motivated by His Iove as well to te皿

Sinners of血at provision? Wi血in山e

COnteXt Of Paul’s aheady-quOted §tate-

ments, We find山at God “ha血committくrd

unto us血e word of reconciliation. Now

血en we are ambassadors for Christ, as

血ough God did beseech you by us: We

pray you in Christ’§ Stead, be ye re-

COnCiled to God” (2 Corin血i狐S 5:19 and

20). Isn’t it interesdng血al we have no
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Problem finding pcople today who are

feeling goed because of God’s Iove. but

finding people who are山u§ b町dened for

Sinners is much more rare.

2. THE LOSTNESS OF MAN

ScriphⅢe tells u§山al ”if our gospel

be hid, it i§ hid to山em山at are lost“ (2

Corinlhians　4:3). and our Savior--in

teuing.us what His mission was--Said He

had "come to seek and [o SaVe山at which

Was lo§t” ql止e 19:10). Just whal is

10S書ness?　Among o山er　皿ngs. it

§Peaks of m狐’s broken鴫lationship w仙

G(rd. And it points to that awesome劃d

terrible end when o町Savior wi書l '一profess

unto山em’I never knew you: depart 「rom

Me, ye lhat work iniqlIily’’(M拙llCW

7:23)・ Hcar山c soIcmn wa「青ling ()「 。しl「

Lord: ”Fear not　山em which kill山c

body. bul are not able to kill山e soul:

but ra山er fear Him which is able to

destroy both soul and body in hell”

(Matthew 10:28).
We rlC糊口o retum to a carefulsludy
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Of what血e Bible teaches abou=he final

des血y of山ose who do not know Christ

as Savior. And we need to let it be a

motivating force which compel§ uS tO

reach山e 10St W皿the savlng meSSage Of

Christ. When the Apostle Paul thought

about血e lostness劃d ultimate destiny of

his unsaved Israelite family and friends,

he exclaimed: “I have grcat heavines§ and

COntinual §OrrOW in my heart. For I

COuld wish山at myself were accursed

from Christ重br my bre山ren, my kinsmen

according to山e nesh.’Qom狐S 9:2 and

3). We need to hear山e words of Jude,

Our Lord’s half-bro血er, as he exhorts u§:

On ”sdme have compassion, making a

difference: and others save w弛I fear,

Pulling lhem out of the fire; hating even

山e gamenl spotlcd by lhe nesh“ (Judc 22

and 23).

3. THE MARCHING ORDERS

OF THE CHURCH

A further reason 10 l鵜burdened for

巾e lost and to bring lhem salvadon’s

message is one of obedience to∴山e

COmmand of our Lord. All of the four

gospel accounts coor也nale wi山a reeord

Of the Great Commission. And山e Book



0∫　AcIs bcgjns wilh　皿s sp血ual

mandate. We have our instructions to

evange重ize, baptize and teach山em ’’lo

Observe all皿ngs whatsoever I have

COmmanded you: and. lo, I am wi血you

alway. even unto血e end of血e world,一

(Ma血ew 28:20). What are we waidng

for?　Paul, in spe‘Lking to the Cor-

in血ians, Said:　"some have not　血e

knowledge of God: I speck皿s to your

Sh狐ne” (l Co心血ans 15:34). What

WO山d he say to us if he were here today?

Each of us can l鳩　山劃血ful that

SOmeOne Was COnCemed enough--mO-

tivated by God’s Iove and our lostness--10

tcke the command of o町Lord seriously

and to speck lO uS aboul our need for血e

Savior and His great provision for us.

Can we do less for those aboul us and

around the world? If we do nol evan_

gelize, Who will?

Where dces one begin? It must s調

Wi血　a renewed detemination　血at

reaching others wi皿be a prio血y in our

OWn lives and in口調e lives of our local

Churches・ We must not let anyone or

any血ing dim血at delemination. and血en

We muSt血ink of ways by which we can

inplement　血at priority.　When thi§

happen§,血e opprm皿ities for witness

will be血ere!

Stir me, Oh. stir me. Lord, I care not

how,

But s血my heart in passion for山e

WOrld.

Stir me to glVe, to gO. but mos=o

p輪y;

Stir, till血e blo(rd red banner be
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O-cr lands　山at still in heathen

d狐kncss lie.

O’er dese鵬where m cross is lined

high.

S血me. oh. s血me. I.nd.皿an

my hear書

I§ filled wi血strong compa簿ion for

血糊SO山s;

Till Thy compelHng word血ives me

調p隠y;

Till Thy constralning 10Ve reaCh to

血e poles

Fむno巾暮狐d §Outh'血buming de印

desi購.

Ti皿cast狐d west are caughl in love's

g鴫al血e.

S血me' Oh● S血me, LOrd. Thy hcan

W謎S山鳩d

By love’§ intensesl血e.皿I Thou

心髄t give

Thine only Son, Thy best beloved

One,

E’en to血e dre狐ful cross.血at I

might nve.

S血me to glVe mySeIf so back調

m∞,

That Thou canst give Thyself again

山喜O’me.

S血me, Oh, S血me, Lord. for I c狐

Thy gloriou§ triumph day begin to

b血;

The dawn z山eady g組d§血e eastem

Sky:

Oh, Church of Christ, arise, aWcke.

awこ庇c;

Oh! slir us. Lord, as heralds o白hat

心y.

Fbr nighI is past' Our King lS On Hi§

Way・
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The fol10Wmg血ree classes wiu be

Offered as modular couses from January

12-16. 1987. for血ose who are inter_

ested in seminaIツーCredit classe§. Each

Class is a two-Credit hour course狐d can

be credited toward an M.A. or M. Div.

degree・ If you are interested in tcking

One Of血ese. plcase write to山e Re-

gistrar's Ornce for a registralion fom.
The completed fom and a　$45.00

deposit should be retumed to　山e

Re駆St町’§ Ofnce by December 15,

1986・ Aul course o鮒証ng§ are COn一

心gent on su綿cient demand.

L旦鴎hets of止e ca唾vi蚊」2±

Dr. Gnbert Brai血waite.　An ex_

POSition of血e writings of Jefemiah,

Ezekiel and Daniel.

Dr. Rol鷺巾

Delmy. An expo§ition of伽§ New

Testanenl writing by巾e Apostle Paul

‘0‖血e Corin血ians.

3.　Pa創oral∵巾eoIo2V (2)　Dr.

Robe請Domoto§・ A study of pastoral

respousibi哩y in his ministry to hi§

偶ock
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